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The persuasive composition–

	Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays that exhibit an awareness of audience and purpose.
	effectively responds to all aspects of the prompt.
	clearly responds to the prompt.
	responds to the prompt.
	demonstrates a limited response to the prompt.

	WA 2.4 a.

Include a well-defined thesis (i.e. one that makes a clear and knowledgeable judgment)
	includes a thoughtful, well-defined thesis that makes a clear knowledgeable judgment. 
	includes a well-defined thesis that makes a clear judgment.


	includes a thesis that makes a judgment. 


	includes a weak thesis.



	WA 2.4b

Present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support arguments, differentiating between facts and opinion.
	presents detailed evidence, specific examples and logical reasoning to support arguments differentiating between facts and opinions. 
	presents detailed evidence, examples and reasoning to support arguments differentiating between facts and opinions.
	presents limited evidence, examples and reasoning to support arguments.
	presents little, if any, evidence, examples and reasoning to support arguments.

	WA 2.4 c.   Provide details, reasons, AND examples, arranging them effectively by anticipating and answering reader concerns and counterarguments.
	provides effective details, reasons, and examples that convincingly anticipate and answer reader concerns and counterarguments. 
	provides details, reasons, and examples that anticipate and answer reader concerns & counterarguments.
	provides limited details, reasons, and examples that anticipate and answer reader concerns and counterarguments.
	provides few, if any, details, reasons, and examples that anticipate and answer reader concerns     and counterarguments. 

      

	WS 1.1

Create compositions that establish a controlling impression, have a coherent thesis, and end with a clear and well supported conclusion.
	thoughtfully establishes a  controlling impression and ends with a clear, well-supported conclusion. 
	establishes a controlling impression and ends with a clear and well-supported conclusion.
	establishes a controlling impression and ends with a conclusion.
	has a weak controlling impression and/or has a weak or no conclusion. 



	WS 1.2  Establish coherence within and among paragraphs through effective transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques.
	uses effective transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques to establish coherence.
	uses some transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques to establish coherence.
	uses ineffective transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques to establish coherence.
	uses few transitions and/or similar writing techniques to establish coherence. 

	WC 1.5-1.6

Use correct punctuation and capitalization; use correct spelling
	contains few, if any, errors in capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
Errors are appropriate for grade level first draft.                                                              
	contains some errors in capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.    

Errors are appropriate for grade level first draft.                                                             
	contains several errors in capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  

Errors are not appropriate for grade level first draft.  
	contains serious errors in capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.        
Errors are not appropriate for grade level first draft.               

	


B  =  Blank



                L  =  Written in language other than English




T  =  Off-topic/no relation to the prompt: use sparingly
I   =  Illegible/Unintelligible











non-scorable




















